Habitat Project Proposal

Proposal Title: Utah County CWMA Priority Weeds Treatment and Restoration - Phase | Proposal Number: 1116

DWR Region: Central Region Lead Agency: USFS County: Utah

Project Manager: Denise Van Keuren PM Phone: 8014915654 Regional Priority: Within Focus Area
Project Type: Terrestrial Habitat Proposed Start Date: 07/01/2008

Project Location: 4 locations in Utah County: P.G./Lindon Bench, Rock Canyon, Provo River Parkway, mouth of Spanish Fork Cyn

Project Description: Treat and reseed 50 acres of noxious weeds within focus areas in Utah County

Description of  Yellow Starthistle and viper’s bugloss are two highly aggressive, quick spreading noxious weeds. Based on current data, they are

Problem/Need: contained in small populations along the Wasatch Front. The goal of this project is early detection and rapid response to stop Yellow
Starthistle and Viper’s bugloss from spreading, and taking over ecosystems within Utah County. These two noxious weeds have an
adverse impact on wildlife, including mule deer, and are considered a high priority for treatment. The project will include an inventory
component to determine the extent of the problem and identify any additional areas that will need future treatment. It also includes
multiple bio-control releases, seeding of treated areas, and monitoring to ensure success. This is a multiple year project with
restoration planned over a 2-year period to help eliminate further competition from weeds.

Objectives: Identify infestations of Yellow Starthistle and Viper's Bugloss. Develop a IPM to eradicate Yellow Starthistle and Viper's Bugloss.
Improve wildlife habitat and the watershed in project area.

Relevance to  This proposal is consistent with the 2003 Uinta National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan. NEPA for the weed control on
Strategic Plans: National Forest System lands has been completed.

This project lies within the sagebrush-steppe and lowland riparian types which are listed as key habitats identified in the WAP. This
area supports mule deer (Tier 1), and numerous other species of concern (Tier Ill) also inhabit the area including neotropical birds and
raptors.

The proposed treatments lie within Central Region UPCD focus areas.

The proposed projects will address some of the habitat management strategies outlined in the deer management plan for herd unit 17
(Wasatch Mountains) including: continue to restore and improve sagebrush steppe habitats critical to deer according to DWR’s Habitat
Initiative; cooperate with federal land management agencies and private landowners in carrying out habitat improvements such as
reseedings, controlled burns, water developments etc. on public and private lands; and maintain and/or enhance forage production
through direct range improvements throughout the unit to achieve population management objectives.

The proposed projects will address the following goals and objectives of the Division of Wildlife Resources most recent strategic
management plan:

Resource Goal: expand wildlife populations and conserve sensitive species by protecting and improving wildlife habitat.

Objective 1: protect existing wildlife habitat and improve 500,000 acres of critical habitats and watersheds throughout the state by 2010.
Objective 3: conserve sensitive species to prevent them from becoming listed as threatened or endangered.

Constituency Goal: Achieve broad-based support for Division programs and budgets by demonstrating the value of wildlife to all
citizens of Utah.

Objective 2: improve communication with wildlife organizations, public officials, private landowners, and government agencies to obtain
support for Division programs.

Potential Risks: Not addressing the presence of noxious weeds may result in the further spread of these invasives which will degrade watersheds,
wildlife habitat, and grazing lands.

Proposed Methods: Forest Service and Utah County weed crews will identify and treat noxious weeds with herbicides using backpack sprayers and in
certain areas, sprayers mounted on ATV’s. ATV harrows and broadcast seeding methods will be used. Seeding will occur over a 2-
year period of time. Weed crews are also responsible to GPS weeds and keep treatment information. They will be monitoring the
success of both spraying and revegetation efforts. Crews/supervisors will meet any State of Utah licensing requirements.

Shapefile Name: uinta_weeds.shp Seed Source: GBRC

UPCD Reg Team Coord Date: 01/15/2008

Proposed
NEPA Action:

Proposed
Arch Action:
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Vegetation Monitoring [ ] wildlife Monitoring

Monitoring Details:  Before and after photographs will be used as well as on-the-ground collection of data to monitor the success of weed control (based
on percent kill) and revegetation efforts.

Cons. Outreach Information on the treatment project will be listed on the Utah County Coordinated Weed Management Area web site. The focus of this
Details: information will be education about Yellow Starthistle and Viper’s bugloss.

SPECIES BENEFITING
Mule Deer Elk Rio Grande Wild Turkey Neotropical Birds

Bighorn Sheep Chukar Raptors

LAND OWNERSHIP

Owner Acres
USFS 50
Total 50
PROPOSED FUNDING
Amount Date Amount
Source Requested Approved Approved
DNR Watershed (FY09) $5,500.00 $0.00
USFS $10,075.00 $0.00
Other $4,202.00 $0.00
Totals $19,777.00 $0.00
PROPOSED BUDGET
In Kind/
Item Description DWR Account Partner Contrib.
Materials and Supplies herbicide for treatment of 50 acres $3,000.00 $0.00
Seed (GBRC) seed for reseeding 50 ac following treatment $2,500.00 $0.00
Personal Services weed crews, GIS mapping, and volunteers $0.00 $10,019.00
Materials and Supplies ATV, spray trucks, harrows $0.00 $4,258.00
Totals $5,500.00 $14,277.00

Project Map:
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